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LA RONGE, SASKATCHEWAN - Statistical Outline 


55°07" N 105°18'W 


about 1,198 feet above sea level 

on western shore of Lac la Ronge at junction of 
Precambrian Shield and the Paleozoic Mesozoic 
sedimentary rock 


about 15650 (1966 estimate) 

mixed etanically: 457 treaty Indian 
Lin = Metis 
44% non Indian 


Jan. _July Yearly 
mean temperature 2. FE 60 F “ 
highest temperature ; 90 F 
lowest temperature —=—5ORdey 


total precipitation 16 in. 


mean annual frost-free days, 100 
mean annual length of growing season, 140 - 160 days 
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LA RONGE 


A précis of a study by Gillian King* 


The settlement of La Ronge includes four administrative units under 
three different authorities: the incorporated Village of La Ronge, 
Indian Reserve 1563 (Kitsaki Reserve), the unincorporated community 
of Air Ronge, administered by the Department of Natural Resources, 


and sparsely populated Indian Reserve 156, south of Air Ronge. 


The terrain within the settlement varies between deep muskeg, rock 
outcrops, well-drained till soils and shallow treed muskeg. 


Typically, employment ranges from the traditional hunting and fishing 
to administration and service, with the accompanying disparity between 
income groups and in standards of living. However, the community lacks 
the potential vulnerability of a single-resource town. 


The author's examination of the incidence of unemployment, dependence 
on welfare, overcrowding, illiteracy, and ill health was carried out 
in 1966 to provide the basis for a Development Plan and Urban Renewal 
Scheme. She was employed by Underwood, McLellan & Associates Limited, 
Saskatoon in the preparation of the renewal scheme. 


The information gathered led to the conclusion that the problem was 
essentially an "Indian - Métis" one, closely related to social and 
economic characteristics of the native groups. Basically, this is 
because the Indians and Métis are still dependent on the failing 
traditional source of income, and have no share in the growing economy. 
The amount of welfare money paid to these groups is continuously 
rising (total paid “to.La Ronge Treaty Indians: 1963.- $23,649 

1965 = $67,562) 


Measures such as vocational training have been initiated to deal with 
this. It is suggested that urban redevelopment is needed to eliminate 
the undesirable physical conditions. Economic and social problems 
must also be solved. Basic causes of the situation are perceived as: 


- inability of economy to support local population especially 
the Indians and Métis. 
- lack of preliminary planning for anticipated population growth. 
- insufficient housing development suited to particular character- 
istics ofviocal population. 
=| terrain difiicul tics: 


The primary need is a stronger economy. The author suggests expansion of 
tourism, introduction of new industries and development of others such 
as Indian handicrafts and the wild rice industry. La Ronge might also 
become a major vocational training centre for the Indians and Métis 

of northern Saskatchewan. Improvement of roads and houses and provision 
of better facilities are prerequisite for the economic development. 


* - "A Consideration of Factors Affecting the Development of La Ronge, 
Saskatchewan", The Musk-Ox, ed. R. M. Bone, Institute for Northern 
Studies U,eoteoaskatchewansvt5,. p. 26,1969. 
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Consideration of present and anticipated pupulation trends leads to 
the conclusion that any future growth will be dependent entirely on 
natural increase. (In migration of natives for training equalled by 
migration away of more educated natives; exodus of mining staff to 
be balanced by the tourism and service possibilities.) 


Planning should consider not only population size and growth, but 
also characteristics. Although there is integration of the three 
ethnic groups in the schools, there is marked residential segregation 
(see diagram). Once standards of living and economic opportunities 
have become more equal integration of housing should not be assumed 
to be desired by each group. Their preference must be considered 

in forming plans. 


Any renewal plan to remove poor housing must include provision of other 
accommodation for perhaps a larger number of very low income families 
who may be unable to pay even a nominal rent. Additional government 
subsidies may be necessary until their wage earning capacity is increased. 
Improved housing is also important from the standpoint of attracting 
and retaining professional people. A number of jobs available in 

La Ronge are temporary only, but there is no suitable temporary accommo- 
dation. The homes are also overcrowded - new plans should reflect the 
predominance of larger families (The average Indian family in La Ronge 
includes 5.7 persons as compared to the Canadian average of 3.6 persons, 
and the Saskatchewan average for towns of 1000 - 3000 population of 

3 persons.). 


The author suggests tourism, general service and light industry have 
the highest potential for growth. Some land pressure will result but 
La Ronge remains the most favourable site in the general area. 


The conclusion is that redevelopment and controlled expansion is desirable 
if the interrelationship between physical, social and economic factors 

is reflected in comprehensive action. However, the author states that 
"planning for individual settlements such as La Ronge, cannot be com- 
pletely successful outside a framework of major regional development". 


see also: King, G. M., 1968, A Geographical Analysis of the Settlement 
of La Ronge, Saskatchewan, unpublished M.A. thesis, University 


of Saskatchewan. 
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